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“Build-up God’s House!”

Haggai Speaks to the Modern Christian

Lesson 1: Put First Things First (Haggai 1:1-15)

Lesson 2: Find Strength in His Promises (Haggai 2:1-9)

Lesson 3: Trust in His Blessings (Haggai 2:10-23)

Opening Prayer: Lord, even though we have your promises to be with us and to bless us, we keep falling back into our selfish ways. Forgive us. Focus now our thoughts on your Word so that we follow through with the work you have entrusted to us as your chosen people. Amen. 

Review: 
Agree or Disagree: “God’s work, done God’s way, will never lack God’s supply.”  
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Haggai 2:10-19 Warning Issued. Blessings Promised.
1. Compare Haggai 2:1 with Haggai 2:10. How long had it been since Haggai’s previous message to the Israelites? 

2. What do you suppose is the point of Haggai’s questions regarding ceremonial cleanliness?  

3. What repeated phrase in Haggai 2:15-19 shows that God wanted an immediate change in the attitude and actions of his people? 

4. Agree or disagree and explain: It’s surprising that Haggai had to encourage the people again to put the Lord first and to get to work rebuilding the temple. 

5. How did God motivate his people to get back to rebuilding the temple? (cf. Haggai 2:19b) How should church leaders today motivate God’s people to follow through with God’s work? 

6. Note the transition between the first part of verse 19 and the closing words, “From this day on I will bless you.”  There isn’t one!  Why not?

Haggai 2:20-23 A Signet Ring
7. Answer the following questions regarding what God said in Haggai 2:23 about making Zerubbabel his signet ring. 

a) What could a signet ring be compared to today? 

b) What comfort would it give Zerubbabel that God considered him his signet ring? 

c) Read Matthew 1:12-17 & Luke 3:25-27.  How do these passages help us in understanding this prophesy?  
8. What words in this section illustrate the truth that Christianity is about what God does for us, not what we do for God? How is this truth comforting? (cf. Romans 8:31-39) How is this truth empowering?

Summary:  The Lord again chastises his people for failing to build the temple. After urging them to consider their ways, he promises to bless them. God reassured his people of his love by promising to put his mark on them and to shake the nations in their favor. Since God has put his mark on us in Baptism, we too can move forward boldly with the work he has given us, knowing that the Lord Almighty is with us. 

Lessons from the book of Haggai

· The work of the Lord should never be put off.  When a vital issue is at stake, now is the time to deal with it (1:3)

· The importance of putting God first – misplaced priorities hinder the work of God (1:4,9)

· The goal of God’s work is his glory and pleasure (1:8)

· God sometimes uses natural disasters for spiritual discipline (1:6,10-11)

· It is never too late to start obeying God; the need for everyone to work, not just leaders (1:12-15)

· Courage comes from knowing God is present (2:1-4)

· The remedy for a discouraged heart is to see things from the divine perspective (2:6-7)

· Everything belongs to and is under the control of the Lord (2:7-8)

· Holiness is not transferable (2:11-12)

· Sin contaminates everything one does (2:13-14)

· Disobedience brings discipline; obedience guarantees blessing (2:15-19)

· God is Lord of Hosts/Armies over the nations and kingdoms of the world (2:20-22)

· The covenants of the Lord are guaranteed to be fulfilled (2:5:23)
Matthew 1:12-17

12     After the exile to Babylon: 

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

13     Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

14     Azor the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Akim, 

Akim the father of Eliud, 

15     Eliud the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 

16     and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.

Luke 3:25-27

25     the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, 

the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, 

the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, 

the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, 

the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 

27     the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, 

the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 

the son of Neri, 

Romans 8:31-39

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”﻿﻿

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,﻿﻿ neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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